The  Park  Avenue  Synagogue 


Bulletin 

MAY  20th,  1948  IYAR  11,  5708 

Honor  Rabbi  Steinberg  and  Cantor  Putterman; 
15th  Anniversary  Testimonial  by  Congregation 


Every  member  of  the  Park  Avenue 
Synagogue  has  been  invited  to  attend 
the  Reception  and  Testimonial  to  Rabbi 
Milton  Steinberg  and  Cantor  David  J. 
Putterman  on  the  occasion  of  the  fif¬ 
teenth  anniversary  of  their  association 
with  the  Synagogue.  The  celebration  will 
take  place  on  Sunday  evening,  May  23rd, 
and  will  be  marked,  as  the  formal  in¬ 
vitations  requesting  the  presence  of  each 
member  explained,  by  a  reception  in  the 
Vestry  to  be  followed  by  a  program 
in  the  Synagogue  auditorium.  The  recep¬ 


tion  will  begin  at  7 : 15  p.m.  in  the  Vestry 
and  will  continue  for  about  one  hour. 
Liqueurs,  punch  and  cookies  will  be 
served  at  this  time.  At  8:15  the  doors 
will  be  closed  in  order  to  enable  every¬ 
one  to  be  seated  in  the  Synagogue  before 
the  program  planned  for  the  Testimonial 
begins.  There  are  no  reserved  seats,  so 
all  are  asked  to  go  upstairs  as  soon  as 
they  greet  the  honored  guests  and  par¬ 
take  of  refreshments. 

Mr.  Saul  Godwin  is  chairman  and  Mr. 
I.  M.  Cohen,  co-chairman  of  the  com¬ 


mittee  which  arranged  this  event.  They 
were  assisted  by  a  number  of  sub-com¬ 
mittees:  Revision  of  Dues — Mr.  Isidore 
M.  Cohen,  Chairman  and  Hon.  Bernard 
Botein  and  Mr.  Milton  Weill,  Co-Chair¬ 
men,  with  Mr.  Murray  Blumenthal,  Mr. 
Samuel  Epstein,  Mr.  Leon  Finley,  Mr. 
Irving  Geist,  Mr.  Jules  Haft,  Mr.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Hartstein,  Mr.  William  Heller; 
Program  —  Mr.  Sanford  H.  Cohen, 
Chairman  and  Abraham  N.  Geller,  Co- 
Chairman,  with  Mrs.  D.  Leonard  Cohen, 
Mrs.  Jules  Haft,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Victor 
Herwitz,  Mr  Joseph  H.  Katz,  Mr  and 
Mrs.  Harold  H.  Levin  and  Mrs.  Clara 
Ostriker;  Publicity  and  Printing — Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  Leonard  Cohen,  Co-Chair¬ 
men,  with  Mr.  Arthur  Odis,  Mr.  Eman¬ 
uel  Rosenthal  and  Mr.  Harold  E.  War- 
shaw;  Invitations  and  Tickets  —  Mr. 
Arthur  Ochs,  Chairman,  with  Mr.  D. 
Leonard  Cohen,  Mr.  Louis  Heller,  Mr. 
Emanuel  Rosenthal  and  Mr.  Max  Zahler; 
LTshering  —  Col.  Melvin  Krulewich, 
Chairman;  Reception  and  Collation — 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Gellert,  Chairman;  Floral 
Decorations — Mrs.  Victor  Herwitz  and 
Mrs.  Harold  H.  Levin;  Secretary  — 
Emanuel  Rosenthal;  Treasurer — -Mr. 
Arthur  Ochs. 

Hon.  Simon  L.  Rifkind  will  deliver  the 
main  address  of  the  evening.  Judge  Rif¬ 
kind  and  Mr.  Milton  Weill,  who  will  pre¬ 
side,  are  members  of  the  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees  of  the  congregation.  The  tribute  to 
Rabbi  Steinberg  will  be  offered  by  Dr. 
E.  D.  Friedman,  president  of  the  congre¬ 
gation;  and  to  Cantor  Putterman  by  Mr. 
Benjamin  Sack,  Chairman  of  the  Board. 

The  Vinaver  Chorus  will  perform  sev¬ 
eral  numbers,  to  honor  Cantor  Putter¬ 
man  and  his  position  in  the  musical  life 
of  the  Jewish  Community.  A  script, 
especially  written  for  this  celebration  by 
Mr.  Morton  Wishengrad,  author  of  most 
of  “The  Eternal  Light”  scripts,  and  based 
( Continued  on  Page  6) 


PROGRAM  FOR 

TESTIMONIAL 

Invocation . 

Introductory  Remarks — 

Saul  Godwin,  Chairman  of  the  Testimonial  Committee 

Welcome . 

Liturgical  Music . Vinaver  Chorus,  under  the  leadership  of 

Chemjo  Vinaver  in  honor  of  Cantor  Putterman 

V e-Shomru,  from  “The  Seventh  Day” 

,  A  Sabbath  Eve  Service.  .Vinaver 

Solo:  Leah  Crohn 

Sefiras  Ho-Orner . 

Cantor  Solo:  Cantor  Putterman 

Yemenite  Prayer  and  Priestly  Blessing . Arr.  by  Vinaver 

Talmudic  Rhapsody . 

El  Yivne  Ha-Galil . 

Address . 

Tribute . Mr.  Benjamin  Sack,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 

Response . 

The  Place  of  the  World . 

A  Dramatic  Presentation . 

in  Honor  of  Rabbi  Steinberg 

Directed  by  Mrs. 

Clara  Ostriker 

Tribute . 

.  .Dr.  E.  D.  Friedman,  President 

Response . 

Benediction . 
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Letters  Pay  Tribute  to  Rabbi  and  Cantor 


Letters  of  praise  and  congratulation 
have  been  coming  in  from  all  over  the 
country,  since  word  has  gone  out  that 
the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  is  cele¬ 
brating  the  fifteenth  anniversary  of  the 
association  of  Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg 
and  Cantor  David  J.  Putterman  with  the 
Synagogue.  Leaders  in  the  Jewish  and 
musical  world  have  sent  their  tribute  to 
these  two  great  figures,  and  have  wished 
them  well. 

The  Bulletin  cannot  print  all  the  let¬ 
ters  that  have  come,  nor  can  it  print 
them  in  full.  The  following  excerpts 
will  attest  the  esteem  and  affection  which 
the  world  has  for  them. 

Universally  Recognized 

From  Rabbi  Louis  Finkelstein,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary, 
of  which  Rabbi  Steinberg  is  a  graduate: 

“It  is  a  great  privilege  indeed  to  join 
in  expressing  my  admiration  for  Rabbi 
Milton  Steinberg  and  Cantor  David  Put¬ 
terman  on  the  occasion  of  the  fifteenth 
anniversary  of  their  association  with 
Park  Avenue  Synagogue. 

“The  distinction  which  Rabbi  Stein¬ 
berg  has  brought  to  American  Jewry, 
and  particularly  to  the  rabbinate,  is  uni¬ 
versally  recognized.  Both  as  spiritual 
guide  of  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  and 
as  a  devoted  servant  of  the  cause  of  our 
people,  Doctor  Steinberg  has  won  an  un¬ 
forgettable  place  in  the  hearts  of  the 
community,  and  through  his  notable  ad¬ 
dresses  and  his  writings,  he  has  endeared 
himself  to  Jews  everywhere. 

“We  are  greatly  indebted  also  to  Can¬ 
tor  Putterman,  who  has  devoted  himself 
tirelessly  to  Jewish  music  and  who  has 
contributed  so  much  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  Jewish  liturgical  music  in  par¬ 
ticular. 

“My  colleagues  on  the  Faculty  of  the 
Seminary  join  me  in  praying  for  the 
welfare  of  Rabbi  Steinberg,  Cantor  Put¬ 
terman,  and  your  whole  congregation.” 

Genuine  Love  of  Learning 

From  Rabbi  Judah  Goldin,  formerly 
a  teacher  in  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue, 
now  on  the  faculty  of  the  School  of  Re¬ 
ligion  of  the  State  Lbiiversity  of  Iowa: 

“In  the  thirteen  years  that  I  have 
known  Milton  Steinberg — for  me  too, 


you  see,  this  is  a  kind  of  anniversary,  a 
friendship  come  to  bar  mitzvah — -I  must 
have  met  about  thirteen  dozen  rabbis, 
I  suppose.  And  surely  in  that  group  were 
some  who  were  competent,  some  learned, 
some  who  write  books,  some  who  preach 
effectively,  some  who  are  wise,  some  who 
are  (Heaven  help  us)  successes.  As  I 
list  these  virtues,  I  can  even  think  of 
specific  individuals.  Yet  not  one  of  them 
is  the  man  Milton  Steinberg  is.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  he  is  the  most  learned, 
the  greatest  preacher,  the  most  acute — - 
although  ten  to  twelve  dozen  of  them  do 
not  even  begin  to  equal  him  in  these 
abilities.  I  mean  that  I  have  found  in  no 
other  rabbi  so  gracious  and  blessed  a 
union  of  so  many  gifts:  such  genuine 
love  of  learning  which  is  never  ponder¬ 
ous,  along  with  a  capacity  to  express 
himself  orally  or  in  written  form  with¬ 
out  artifice  or  superficiality  or  petulance, 
and  a  concern  for  the  welfare  of  his  fel¬ 
low  men  which  is  neither  presumptuous 
nor  officious,  and  a  personal  piety  which 
is  free  of  all  cantankerousness  and  poli¬ 
cy.  And  withal  the  man’s  integrity,  the 
purity  of  his  character,  literally  shines. 

“Perhaps  you  will  say  that  I  love  him, 

and  that  is  why  I  say  these  things.  Sure¬ 
ly,  I  love  him,  and  it  is  because  of  these 
things. 

“May  this  occasion  bring  all  of  you 
joy,  all  of  you  of  the  Synagogue,  Can¬ 
tor  and  Mrs.  Putterman,  Rabbi  and  Mrs. 
Kertzer,  Milton  and  Edith.  ‘Good  wishes’ 
hardly  begins  to  express  what  I  send 
you  all.” 

Cause  to  Rejoice 

From  Dr.  Israel  Goldstein,  of  Con¬ 
gregation  B’nai  Jeshurun,  Chairman  of 
the  Political  Committee  of  the  World 
Zionist  Governing  Council,  National 
Chairman  of  the  United  Palestine  Ap¬ 
peal,  National  Co-Chairman  of  the 
LInited  Jewish  Appeal,  and  Chairman  of 
the  World  Confederation  of  General 
Zionists : 

“The  American  Rabbinate  and  Ameri¬ 
can  Judaism  have  cause  to  rejoice  in 
the  ministry  of  Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg. 
By  grace  of  God  he  has  been  endowed 
with  a  glowing  intellect  which  has  en¬ 
lightened  many  minds  and  a  glowing 
spirit  which  has  warmed  many  souls. 


He  has  interpreted  Judaism  and  made  it 
more  meaningful  not  only  to  his  own 
Congregation  but  to  an  important  seg¬ 
ment  of  the  American  Jewish  com¬ 
munity,  and  of  the  non- Jewish  com¬ 
munity  as  well. 

“Rabbi  Steinberg  has  brought  luster 
to  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue.  His 
Congregation’s  appreciation  of  their 
Rabbi  is  a  tribute  to  their  own  sense  of 
values  and  is  a  heartening  sign  to  all  of 
us.  I  am  happy  to  count  myself  among 
his  many  well-wishers  and  admirers  who 
pray  that  his  fifteenth  anniversary  with 
the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  may  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  many  succeeding  milestones 
of  distinguished,  consecrated  service.” 

Distinguished  Career 

From  Rabbi  Mordecai  M.  Kaplan, 
chairman  of  the  Jewish  Reconstruction¬ 
ist  Foundation,  a  member  of  the  faculty 
of  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary, 
who  has  been  very  influential  in  the 
formulation  of  Rabbi  Steinberg’s  outlook 
and  philosophy: 

“It  is  a  real  pleasure  for  me  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  congratulate  both 
Dr.  Steinberg  and  the  Park  Avenue 
Synagogue  on  the  occasion  of  the  fif¬ 
teenth  anniversary  of  the  ‘union’  between 
them. 

“I  have  known  Milton  Steinberg  inti¬ 
mately  for  many  years.  I  have  watched 
his  distinguished  career  and  have  been 
deeply  interested  in  his  varied  and  fruit¬ 
ful  activities.  Through  his  writings,  his 
preaching,  his  teaching,  and  his  example, 
he  has  enhanced  the  ethical  and  spiritual 
values  of  American  Jewish  life.  His  en¬ 
deavors  are  bound  to  have  a  perman¬ 
ently  beneficial  influence  on  the  gen¬ 
eration  now  growing  to  maturity. 

“For  myself,  I  must  mention  my  per¬ 
sonal  affection  for  him.  There  are  some 
points  of  theology  wherein  we  do  not 
altogether  agree.  Yet  this  very  disagree¬ 
ment  has  not  only  challenged  both  of  us 
to  clearer  articulation  of  our  own  views; 
it  has  also  strengthened  the  deep  under¬ 
lying  unity  between  us.  We  all  are  fortu¬ 
nate  to  have  Milton  Steinberg  with  us 
in  these  gloomy  years  when  we  have  with 
us  so  few  men  of  his  kind  to  give  us 
courage  to  hope  for  better  things  to 
come.” 
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Splendid  Contribution 

From  Babbi  Jacob  Kohn,  of  Sinai 
Temple,  Los  Angeles,  who  smarted  Rabbi 
Steinberg  in  the  path  of  service  to  Jewry, 
and  has  been  his  mentor  and  friend 
since  his  youth: 

"It  gives  me  great  pleasure,  indeed,  to 
be  able  to  congratulate  the  Park  Avenue 
Synagogue  on  this  fifteenth  anniversary 
of  Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg's  ministry. 
May  they,  with  God's  blessing,  proceed 
together  ‘from  strength  to  strength  in 
the  service  of  Judaism  and  the  Jewish 
people. 

"I  have  known  Milton  Steinberg  since 
his  boyhood  and  have,  in  my  long  expe¬ 
rience,  met  many  able  and  devoted 
young  men,  but  I  know  of  no  one  who, 
in  his  maturity,  so  completely  fulfilled 
the  high  promises  of  his  youth.  He  has 
placed  all  his  colleagues,  even  those  who 
like  myself  have  had  some  humble  share 
in  shaping  his  career,  under  indebtedness 
to  him  for  his  splendid  contribution  to 
Jewish  literature  and  the  high  quality 
of  leadership  he  has  displayed  as  a  Rabbi 
in  Israel. 

"He  will  not  expect  from  me,  however, 
an  objective  appraisal  of  his  work.  I 
cannot  summon  the  necessary  detach¬ 
ment.  I  have  loved  him  so  long  as  a  per¬ 
son  and  as  a  friend  that  my  heart’s  ap¬ 
preciation  of  his  worth  far  outruns  my 
mind’s  evaluation  of  his  work. 

“Mrs.  Kohn  joins  me  in  affectionate 
greetings  to  him  and  to  Mrs.  Steinberg. 
We  likewise  extend  our  felicitations  to 
Cantor  Putterman  who  has  added  grace 
to  your  religious  services  through  these 
many  years. 

“This  is  a  great  occasion  for  Syna¬ 
gogue  and  Rabbi  and  Cantor,  and  I  am 
happy  to  participate  in  it  through  these 
few  lines  written  at  a  distance.” 

Guide  and  Teacher 

From  Dr.  Joshua  Loth  Liebman,  of 
Temple  Israel  of  Boston,  author  of 
“Peace  of  Mind”: 

“I  have  known  and  treasured  Rabbi 
Milton  Steinberg  for  many  years  as  one 
of  my  dearest  friends  in  the  American 
rabbinate.  He  was  a  distinguished  lead¬ 
er  of  Indianapolis  Jewry  when  I  was 
serving  a  small  congregation  in  Lafay¬ 
ette,  Indiana,  seventeen  years  ago.  Our 
friendship  dates  from  that  period  when 
we  spent  many  joyous  hours  discussion 
philosophy,  literature  and  Judaism. 
Since  that  time  Milton  Steinberg  has 


made  a  memorable  place  for  himself  in 
American  Jewish  life.  There  is  no  rabbi 
more  beloved  than  he,  not  only  by  his 
congregation  but  by  his  colleagues  every¬ 
where,  nor  is  there  any  American  rabbi 
more  justly  honored  for  rich  and  crea¬ 
tive  contributions  to  a  vivid  and  a  vital 
Jewish  religious  life  in  our  land.  God 
has  blessed  your  rabbi  with  the  rare 
gifts  of  a  brilliant  mind,  a  superbK 
artistic  pen  and  a  spirit  capable  of  em¬ 
bracing  the  best  in  Jewish  thought  and 
in  American  culture.  His  outstanding 
volumes  are  indispensable  works  for  the 
morale  and  the  wisdom  of  our  Jewish 
community.  Now  and  in  the  future,  you, 
his  congregation  are  privileged  indeed 
to  have  Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg  as  your 
guide  and  your  teacher.  I  join  with  all 
of  you  in  heartfelt  prayer  for  many  dec¬ 
ades  of  continued  leadership  as  well  as 
health  and  happiness  for  Rabbi  Stein¬ 
berg  and  all  of  his  loved  ones.” 

Dedication  to  Judaism 

From  Mr.  Emanuel  Neumann,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Zionist  Organization  of 
America : 

“May  I  be  permitted  to  join  in  felici¬ 
tating  you  on  the  occasion  of  the  15th 
anniversary  of  Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg’s 
ministry  and  leadership  of  your  congre¬ 
gation? 

“During  these  crowded  years  Rabbi 
Steinberg  has  earned  a  position  of  dis¬ 
tinction  and  high  eminence  in  Jewish 
life  and  has  entrenched  himself  deeply  in 
the  esteem  and  affection  of  our  people. 

“Through  many  years  of  association  I 
have  been  increasingly  impressed  not 
only  by  his  complete  dedication  to  Juda¬ 
ism  and  the  Jewish  people,  but  by  his  ex¬ 
traordinary  gifts  of  mind  and  soul,  his 
remarkable  intellectual  capacities,  his 
scholarship,  his  sensitivity,  the  depth  and 
richness  of  his  emotional  responses,  his 
simplicity  and  his  charm.  He  is  indeed, 
that  rare  combination  of  scholar  and 
pastor,  communal  leader  and  worker, 
teacher  and  artist,  which  graces  our  so¬ 
ciety  only  too  infrequently.  His  solid 
contributions  during  this  period  cannot 
be  measured  by  the  span  of  years.  Not 
only  by  his  words  and  work,  by  his 
thought  and  precepts,  but  perhaps  even 
more  so  by  what  he  is,  Rabbi  Steinberg 
has  placed  us  all  deeply  in  his  debt.  His 
is  a  radiant  and  lustrous  personality  that 
adorn  our  generation. 


"Please  convey  to  him  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  a  sincere  admirer,  and  the 
warm  affection  of  one  who  aspires  to  be 
considered  his  friend.  May  the  happy 
union  between  him  and  your  congrega¬ 
tion  continue  to  bear  golden  fruit  in  the 
years  to  come.” 

Creative  Scholar 

From  Dr.  David  deSola  Pool,  of  The 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  Synagogue,  one 
of  the  leaders  of  Orthodox  Jewry: 

"It  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  greet  Rabbi 
Steinberg  and  Cantor  Putterman  on  the 
fifteenth  anniversary  of  their  service  to¬ 
gether  in  their  synagogue. 

“Cantor  Putterman’s  service  of  sweet 
song  and  ministry  of  music  has  been 
heard  far  beyond  the  walls  of  his  syna¬ 
gogue,  and  the  whole  Jewish  community 
is  beholden  to  him  for  the  artistic  and 
the  Jewish  character  of  the  music  with 
which  he  has  delighted  us. 

“In  like  manner  we  are  all  indebted 
to  Rabbi  Steinberg,  creative  scholar  and 
stimulating  thinker,  for  his  service  so 
generously  given  to  the  Jewish  cause. 
Without  thought  of  self  he  has  responded 
to  every  Jewish  call,  and  always  he  has 
brought  his  luminous  leadership  to  stim¬ 
ulate  and  strengthen  his  fellow  workers 
and  followers.  May  we  all  be  privileged 
to  benefit  from  his  enlightened  and  de¬ 
voted  Jewish  service  for  many  years  to 
come.” 

Impressive  Talents 

From  Mr.  Edward  M.  M.  Warburg, 
chairman  of  the  American  Jewish  Joint 
Distribution  Committee,  one  of  the  com¬ 
ponents  of  the  United  Jewish  Appeal, 
who  has  worked  with  Rabbi  Steinberg 
in  many  causes,  writing  directly  to  Rab¬ 
bi  Steinberg: 

“It  is  with  sincere  delight  that  I  join 
with  your  many  friends  and  well  wishers 
to  pay  tribute  to  you  on  the  joyous 
occasion  of  your  fifteenth  anniversary 
as  Rabbi  of  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue. 

“As  a  rabbi  of  a  great  and  important 
congregation,  as  a  far-sighted  leader,  as 
an  author  whose  impressive  talents  have 
been  devoted  to  Jewish  history  and  wel¬ 
fare,  you  have  played  an  important  role 
in  the  life  of  your  community  and  your 
country. 

“It  is  men  like  you  who  help  bind  us 
together  and  give  us  the  courage  to  face 
the  tremendous  responsibilities  of  the 
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TRIBUTES 

[Continued  from  Page  3) 

present  day.  It  is  men  like  you — and 
fortunately  a  few  such  rare  souls  are  on 
the  present  scene — who  give  us  the 
singleness  of  purpose,  the  sense  of  dedi¬ 
cation  which  spells  out  succor  and  the 
promise  of  a  better  tomorrow  for  our 
fellow7  Jews  overseas. 

“Congratulations  on  this  important 
anniversary  to  you,  to  the  Park  Avenue 
Synagogue,  to  New  York  City  and  to  the 
American  Jewish  Community.  May  the 
years  ahead  be  as  rich  in  achievement 
as  were  the  fifteen  years  we  celebrate 
today." 

Tower  of  Strength 

From  Mr.  Frank  Weil,  President  of 
the  National  Jewish  Welfare  Board: 

“It  is  with  a  sense  of  deep  feeling  and 
respect  that  I  extend  my  hearty  con¬ 
gratulations  to  Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg 
and  Cantor  David  Putterman  on  the  oc¬ 
casion  of  their  fifteenth  anniversary  with 
the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue.  To  one 
like  myself  closely  identified  with  the 
Jewish  Community  of  America,  their 
position  in  and  meaning  to  Jewish  life 
is  well  known.  My  felicitations  are  sin¬ 
cerely  prompted  by  the  high  esteem  in 
which  they  are  held  nationally,  the  in¬ 
valuable  contributions  they  have  made 
to  Judaism,  and  their  worth  as  men  and 
spiritual  leaders. 

“Rabbi  Steinberg  has  been  a  tower  of 
strength  in  the  ongoing  process  of  Jew¬ 
ish  survival  and  development.  His  role 
in  the  forefront  of  Jewish  scholarship, 
his  consecration  to  duty,  his  personal 
qualities  have  been  an  inspiration  to 
those  of  us  associated  with  efforts  to  en¬ 
hance  and  implement  Jewish  values,  in 
relation  to  the  American  society  as  well 
as  the  Jewish  group.  His  leadership  has 
been  a  resource  of  inestimable  signifi¬ 
cance  and  a  powerful  motivation  in  the 
growth  of  Jewish  understanding  and 
learning.  With  keen  appreciation  of  his 
profound  influence  on  the  enrichment  of 
Judaism,  I  join  with  hundreds  of  others 
in  paying  tribute  to  him  on  this  mile¬ 
stone  in  his  career. 

“Cantor  Putterman  has  created  for 
himself,  through  his  great  competence, 
a  position  of  outstanding  leadership  in 
the  area  of  generic  and  Synagogue 
music.  We  accept  him  as  one  of  the  na¬ 


tional  authorities  in  this  field.  His  de¬ 
votion  to  furthering  high  standards  for 
Jewish  music  has  resulted  in  values  that 
will  remain  a  lasting  monument  to  his 
labors.  To  hear  Cantor  Putterman  in¬ 
terpret  this  Jewish  art  and  to  expose  one¬ 
self  to  his  works  are  moving  Jewish  ex¬ 
periences  of  fundamental  importance. 
One  feels  the  pulse  of  historic  and  con¬ 
temporary  Jewish  society;  one  feels  the 
vibrant  quality  of  the  Jewish  heritage. 
He  has  enriched  Jewish  living  and  has 
added  meaningful  content  to  our  culture. 
In  this  moment  of  recognition  highly 
deserved,  I  say  to  him,  ‘Very  well  done, 
Sir'. 

“It  is  my  hope  Rabbi  Steinberg  and 
Cantor  Putterman  will  continue  their  as¬ 
sociation  with  the  Park  Avenue  Syna¬ 
gogue  for  many  years  to  come,  in  a  cli¬ 
mate  of  creative  stimulation  and  in  a 
spirit  of  relationship  to  the  totality  of 
Jewish  life.” 

Wise  and  Learned  Scholar 

From  Dr.  Stephen  S.  Wise,  of  the 
Free  Synagogue,  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Jewish  Congress,  and  world- 
renowned  leader  of  Jewry: 

“I  have  great  pleasure  in  writing  a 
word  on  the  occasion  of  the  fifteenth 
anniversary  of  Rabbi  Steinberg  and 
Cantor  Putterman  with  the  Park  Avenue 
Synagogue.  Both  are  my  friends.  Rabbi 
Steinberg  is,  as  his  Congregation  best 
knows,  one  of  the  most  gifted  men  in  the 
American  rabbinate.  He  is  a  truly  liberal 
Conservative,  because  he  is  a  wise  and 
learned  scholar  and  teacher.  Best  of  all, 
his  Congregation  understands  how  in¬ 
valuable  is  his  service  and  how  precious 
to  them  his  life  and  work. 

“I  do  not  like  all  cantors,  but  1  am 
very  fond  of  Cantor  Putterman.  He  is 
an  excellent  cantor  and  a  fine  human 
being. 

“My  congratulations  to  the  Park  Ave- 
•nue  Synagogue,  in  which  I  shall  always 
have  a  personal  interest  because  my  first 
address  at  the  mature  age  of  eighteen, 
upon  the  invitation  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Radin, 
its  Rabbi,  was  made  on  Thanksgiving 
Day  at  the  Eighty-Sixth  Street  Syna¬ 
gogue,  on  the  limited  subject:  “The  Past, 
Present  and  Future  of  the  Jew”. 

“With  cordial  greeting  and  my  affec¬ 
tionate  congratulations  to  both  Rabbi 
Steinberg  and  Cantor  Putterman. 


Distinguished  Service 

While  many  of  the  tributes  express 
good  wishes  jointly  to  both  Rabbi  Stein¬ 
berg  and  Cantor  Putterman,  musicians 
especially  have  extended  their  personal 
felicitations  to  Cantor  Putterman. 
Among  these  are  the  following: 

From  Leonard  Bernstein,  who  was 
Assistant  Conductor  of  the  New  Y  ork 
Philharmonic  Society,  who  has  con¬ 
ducted  the  Palestine  Symphony  and 
plans  to  again,  composer  of  “Jeremiah” 
and  other  works: 

“I  am  happy  to  have  this  opportunity 
to  express  my  warm  admiration  for  Rab¬ 
bi  Milton  Steinberg  and  Cantor  David 
Putterman  on  the  occasion  of  their  fif¬ 
teenth  anniversary  with  the  Park  Avenue 
Synagogue,  and  to  extend  my  good  wish¬ 
es  for  the  continuance  of  their  unique 
and  distinguished  service.  As  a  musi¬ 
cian,  I  would  like  to  pay  special  tribute 
to  Cantor  Putterman  for  his  outstanding 
contribution  to  the  field  of  Synagogue 
music  which  has  culminated  each  year  in 
the  Special  Sabbath  Eve  Service.” 

Elevate  Synagogue  Music 

From  Ernest  Bloch,  probably  the 
greatest  living  Jewish  composer  of  our 
time,  internationally  known  for  his 
symphonies,  concertos,  and  rhapsodies: 

“I  regret  that  distance  and  work  pre¬ 
vent  me  from  being  present  at  the  re¬ 
ception  and  testimonial  to  honor  Rabbi 
Milton  Steinberg  and  Cantor  David  Put¬ 
terman;  but  I  want  to  join  you  in 
thought,  at  least,  to  send  my  heartfelt 
wishes  and  to  express  my  admiration  for 
the  great  efforts  and  the  accomplish¬ 
ments  done  by  both  men  for  elevating 
the  standards  of  music  in  the  Syna¬ 
gogue.” 

Vitality  of  Jewish  Music 

From  Mrs.  Frank  Cohen,  Chairman  of 
the  Jewish  Music  Council: 

“Cantor  Putterman  is  among  those 
who  has  recognized  that  Jewish  Syna¬ 
gogue  music  cannot  remain  static,  but 
should  move  forward  reflecting  contem¬ 
porary  religious  experiences  of  the  Jews. 
To  give  impetus  to  the  idea  of  change 
and  development  in  synagogue  music, 
Cantor  Putterman  has  wisely  invited 
many  of  the  foremost  modern  composers 
to  enrich  the  music  literature  of  the  syna¬ 
gogue.  This  act  was  his  affirmation  of 
faith  in  the  vitality  of  Jewish  music,  and 
for  this  he  merits  the  gratitude  of  the 
community.” 
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Deepest  Appreciation 

From  Mario  Castelnuovo  -  Tedesco, 
Italian  born  composer,  who  has  pro¬ 
duced  many  Jewish  works: 

“I  want  to  send  you  some  words  of 
congratulations  and  of  deepest  appre¬ 
ciation  for  what  you  have  done  in  behalf 
of  the  Synagogue  music,  and  of  my 
music  in  particular.” 

Efforts  Deserve  Praise 

From  Lukas  Foss,  composer  and  offi¬ 
cial  pianist  of  the  Boston  Symphony 
Orchestra: 

“I  find  the  efforts  of  the  Park  Ave¬ 
nue  Synagogue  and  Cantor  Putterman’s 
deserving  real  praise.  Synagogue  music 
needs  to  be  revitalized  by  the  creation 
of  new  music,  by  American  composers.” 

Real  Contribution 

From  Rabbi  Albert  Gordon,  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  United  Synagogue 
of  America: 

“Cantor  Putterman  has  served  your 
congregation  for  many  years  with  honor 
and  distinction.  In  addition,  his  golden 
voice  has  thrilled  the  hearts  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  throughout  the  land.  His  latest  con¬ 
tribution,  however,  deserves  particular 
mention  because  he  is,  in  reality,  mak¬ 
ing  a  real  contribution  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  elevation  of  Cantorial  stand¬ 
ards  and  Jewish  music  generally  through 
his  work  with  the  United  Synagogue  of 
America. 

“As  Director  of  the  Department  of 
Music  of  The  United  Synagogue  and  as 
the  organizer  of  the  Cantors  Assembly, 
which  has  brought  together  the  Cantors 
of  Conservative  Congregations  through¬ 
out  America,  Cantor  Putterman  has  al¬ 
ready  demonstrated  his  remarkable  qual¬ 
ities  of  leadership  and  his  fine  sense  of 
organization.  Because  of  him,  we  of  the 
United  Synagogue  look  forward  to  much 
needed  improvement  in  cantorial  stand¬ 
ards  throughout  this  nation.” 

Stimulates  Creative  Talent 

From  Morton  Gould,  widely  known 
conductor,  arranger  and  composer: 

“As  a  composer,  I  feel  a  deep  ap¬ 
preciation  that  men  like  Cantor  Putter¬ 
man  have  seen  fit  to  stimulate  our  crea¬ 
tive  talents  and  to  integrate  the  aesthetic 


with  the  spiritual.  As  one  of  the  com¬ 
posers  fortunate  enough  to  have  worked 
with  Cantor  Putterman,  I  can  testify  to 
the  happy  experience  it  was  for  me,  and 
lam  sure  for  all  the  others,  too.” 

Inspires  Composers 

From  Alexandre  Gretchaninoff,  inter¬ 
nationally  renowned  Russian  composer 
of  operas,  symphonies,  chamber  music, 
short  instrumental  pieces. 

“My  best  regards  and  congratulations 
to  dear  David  Putterman  on  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  his  15th  anniversary  with  the 
Park  Avenue  Synagogue.  Thanks  to  him 
the  Synagogue  music  became  highly  ele¬ 
vated, — lots  of  composers,  authors  of  lay 
music  suddenly  became  spiritual  com¬ 
posers.  Honor  and  glory  to  him.” 

Importance  of  Music 

From  Roy  Harris,  perhaps  America’s 
leading  composer: 

“In  my  professional  associations  with 
Cantor  Putterman,  I  have  found  him 
most  sympathetic  and  intelligently  en¬ 
thusiastic  about  the  importance  which 
music  must  hold  in  the  spiritual  realm  of 
our  contemporary  life.  Indeed,  the  ser¬ 
vice  which  Cantor  Putterman  is  doing 
in  bringing  the  best  music  to  the  Park 
Avenue  Synagogue,  not  only  serves  the 
high  ideals  of  your  place  of  worship, 
but  also  serves  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
great  city  in  which  you  live.” 

Unique  Contributions 

From  Frederick  Jacobi,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  figures  in  American 
music: 

“It  is  a  pleasure  to  speak  up  in  honor 
of  Cantor  Putterman  who  has  done 
such  wonderful  things  in  his  chosen 
field:  that  of  Jewish  music.  No  one  has 
done  more!  We  Jewish  composers  owe 
him  a  debt  of  profound  gratitude  and  I 
believe  that  the  world  at  large  will  al¬ 
ways  remember  him  for  his  unique  con¬ 
tributions  especially  in  the  realm  of 
Synagogical  music.  Congratulations  to 
the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue!  May  they 
continue  to  encourage  Dr.  Putterman 
along  his  chosen  path!” 

Greetings  From  Paris 

From  Darius  Milhaud,  Frenchman, 
one  of  the  most  prolific  and  original  of 
modern  composers: 


“From  Paris  I  am  happy  to  send  my 
best  greetings  on  the  occasion  of  the 
15th  anniversary  to  honor  Rabbi  Stein¬ 
berg  and  Cantor  Putterman’s  association 
with  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue.” 

Fine  Artistry 

From  Douglas  Moore,  Professor  of 
Music  at  Columbia  University,  and  com¬ 
poser  of  the  opera  “The  Devil  and  Dan¬ 
iel  Webster”  and  other  musical  works: 

“In  an  age  when  religious  music  has 
tended  to  become  automatic  and  perfunc¬ 
tory,  your  efforts  to  interest  our  leading 
composers  in  writing  music  for  the  ser¬ 
vice  are  of  great  importance  to  our  na¬ 
tional  culture.  As  an  American  composer 
I  am  one  of  a  large  number  grateful  to 
you  for  your  leadership,  understanding, 
and  fine  artistry.” 

Outstanding  Achievement 

From  William  Grant  Still,  composer 
and  first  Negro  to  conduct  a  major  sym¬ 
phonic  orchestra,  the  Los  Angeles  Sym¬ 
phony  : 

“Because  Cantor  David  Putterman  has 
used  his  unquestionably  superb  musical 
gift  to  further  the  cause  of  understand¬ 
ing  and  mutual  respect  among  the  vari¬ 
ous  racial  groups  in  America,  his 
achievement  is,  to  me,  all  the  more  out¬ 
standing.  He  is  not  only  a  leader  in  the 
field  of  liturgical  music,  but  a  man  who 
is  helping  to  mold  constructive  Ameri¬ 
can  thought,  and  thus  to  build  a  better 
nation,  where  all  people  may  live  in 
harmony  and  mutual  appreciation.” 

A  Quality  of  Enthusiasm 

From  Morton  Wishengrad,  author  of 
many  of  “The  Eternal  Light"  programs 
produced  by  the  Jewish  Theological 
Seminary,  on  which  Cantor  Putterman 
appears : 

“These  past  four  years  .on  ‘The  Eternal 
Light’,  David  Putterman  has  been  tested 
many  times.  He  has  met  each  test  with 
good  taste,  with  good  singing,  with 
faithfulness  to  Jewish  liturgy  and  folk 
song.  And  one  of  the  excellent  things 
about  David  Putterman  is  that  to  these 
virtues  he  brings  a  quality  of  enthusiasm 
which  never  fails  to  arouse  his  fellow 
performers.” 

{Continued  on  Page  6) 
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From  the  Desk  of 
Rabbi  Kertzer 

Recently  a  group  of  rabbis  were  dis¬ 
cussing  the  problem  of  the  need  for 
novelty  and  diversity  in  modern  pray¬ 
ers.  The  average  worshipper,  whether 
he  be  Jew  or  Christian,  is  bored  by  repe¬ 
titiousness.  The  same  melody,  the  same 
prayer,  repeated  Sabbath  after  Sabbath, 
becomes  a  burden  rather  than  a  delight. 
Yet  our  forefathers  found  no  such  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  repeating  the  Shema,  the  Silent 
Devotion,  and  the  145th  Psalm,  at  least 
21  times  a  week.  The  word,  boredom, 
never  appeared  on  the  lips  of  our  fathers. 

The  explanation  is  a  simple  one:  two 
people  who  are  deeply  in  love  never 
weary  of  listening  to  the  words  “I  love 
you”,  even  though  they  are  repeated  a 
score  of  times  a  day.  After  a  score  of 
years  of  married  life,  a  husband  and 
wife  appreciate  the  assurance  of  affec¬ 
tion,  and  are  never  bored  by  constant 
reiteration.  One  doesn’t  ask  one’s  hus¬ 
band  or  wife  to  find  a  novel  or  unique 
way  of  expressing  it. 

In  Jewish  tradition,  the  relation  of 
the  Jew  to  God  is  depicted  in  the  Song 
of  Songs  pattern,  of  beloved  and  lover. 
The  Almighty  never  wearies  of  psalms  of 
praise,  and  the  worshippers  never  tire 
of  the  same  time-worn  formulae. 

What  prompted  this  excursion  into  the 
field  of  novelty  and  constancy  in  prayer 
and  praise?  Our  fifteenth  anniversary 
celebration  next  week-end  of  the  min¬ 
istry  of  Rabbi  Steinberg  and  Cantor  Put- 


terman  in  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue. 
(It  will  also  mark  the  completion  of  20 
years  in  the  rabbinate  for  Milton  Stein¬ 
berg.)  Though  it  may  seem  superfluous 
to  repeat  words  of  praise  and  tribute  to 
our  spiritual  leaders,  the  beautiful  spirit 
of  affection  that  marks  the  relationship 
will  not  admit  of  boredom. 

Many  visitors  to  our  Synagogue  have 
expressed  astonishment  when  they  hear 
our  congregants  refer  very  casually  to 
Milton  and  David.  Rabbi  Steinberg, 
w  ithout  a  doubt  the  pre-eminent  rabbi  of 
our  time;  Cantor  Putterman,  who  is 
without  a  peer  in  the  field  of  hazanut: 
that  these  distinguished  leaders  be  treat¬ 
ed  as  ordinary  mortals  without  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  title,  seemed  inordinately  dis¬ 
respectful.  Yet  all  of  us  who  are  in  the 
Park  Avenue  Synagogue  family  have 
well  understood  that  custom.  We  appre¬ 
ciate  their  role  in  American  Jewry,  in¬ 
deed  in  world  Jewry.  Yet  they  are  part 
of  our  intimate  “mishpachah” .  We 
would  not  call  our  own  brother  ‘profes¬ 
sor’,  no  matter  how  high  his  academic 
rank.  For  Milton  and  David  are,  as  the 
Yiddish  expression  has  it,  ‘geknipt  and 
gebinden  into  the  strings  of  our  hearts. 

So,  on  this  happy  day  of  anniversary, 
we  speak  out,  not  in  words  of  praise  and 
exaltation,  but  simply  do  we  say:  “We 
love  you,  Milton  and  David.” 

— Morris  N.  Kertzer 


Honor  Rabbi  and  Cantor 

( Continued  jrom  Page  1) 

upon  excerpts  from  Rabbi  Steinberg  s 
own  writings  will  be  presented.  The 
dramatic  presentation  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Clara  Ostriker. 

It  is  important  for  guests  to  realize 
that  there  will  be  no  break  between  the 
Reception  downstairs  and  the  Testi¬ 
monial  upstairs,  and  that  the  affair  is 
planned  after  the  congregants  have  dined 
at  home. 

Because  only  Synagogue  members  will 
be  admitted,  it  is  necessary  that  the  card 
of  admission,  enclosed  with  the  invita- 
t  on,  be  handed  in  at  the  door  on  Sunday 
evening.  May  23rd.  This  event  will  af¬ 
ford  members  of  the  congregation  the 
opportunity  they  have  long  sought,  to 
express  their  appreciation  and  affection 
for  Rabbi  Steinberg  and  Cantor  Putter- 
man,  who  together,  have  helped  to  make 
The  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  one  of  the 
leading  congregations  in  the  country. 


TRIBUTES 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 


Popularized  Jewish  Music 

From  Cantor  Max  Wohlberg,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Cantors  Assembly: 

“American  Jewry  owes  him  a  debt  for 
he  was  the  first  to  prove  that  traditional 
Hazzanuth  could  be  successfully  trans¬ 
planted  into  American  soil.  Music  lovers 
are  indebted  to  him  because  he  was 
among  the  pioneers  who  made  the  sounds 
of  Jewish  music  familiar  throughout  the 
land. 

“Jewish  music  owes  him  everlasting 
gratitude  for  he  was  in  the  vanguard  of 
those  who  encouraged  modern  composers 
to  create  for  the  Synagogue.  The  Can¬ 
torial  profession  will  ever  be  thankful 
to  him  because  he  has  laways  brought 
honor  to  it  and,  especially  because  he 
was  a  co-founder  of  the  National  Can¬ 
tors  Assembly  of  the  United  Synagogue. 

“His  is  the  unique  privilege  of  serv¬ 
ing  at  the  side  of  the  great  teacher  and 
scholar  Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg  and  his 
is  the  good  fortune  also  to  serve  one  of 
the  finest  American  Congregations,  the 
Park  Avenue  Synagogue.” 

Sponsors  Sacred  Music 

From  Joseph  Yasser,  Chairman  of  the 
Jewish  Music  Forum: 

“Cantor  Putterman’s  personal  achieve¬ 
ments  as  an  artist,  and  his  contributions 
to  Jewish  musical  life  in  general,  are 
many  and  varied.  But  nowhere,  it  seems, 
has  his  dynamic  personality  expressed 
itself  more  eloquently  than  in  his  assidu¬ 
ous  and  indefatigable  promotion  of  mod¬ 
ern  sacred  works,  presented  annually, 
with  his  own  participation,  at  the  Park 
Avenue  Synagogue.  Here  he  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  at  once  in  stimulating,  along  the 
Hebraic  channels,  the  creative  urge  of 
the  most  gifted  contemporary  composers, 
in  expanding  greatly  the  Jewish  liturgi¬ 
cal  repertoire,  and  in  raising  the  esthetic 
standard  of  synagogal  services.  It  is  in¬ 
deed  this  truly  progressive  spirit  com¬ 
bined  with  his  steadfast  fidelity  to  what 
is  most  valuable  in  Jewish  musical  tra¬ 
dition  that  places  Cantor  Putterman  in 
the  foremost  ranks  of  his  profession  and 
makes  him  a  highly  important  factor 
in  the  development  of  serious  Jewish 
music.” 


